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Policy Guidance ςState Law

RCW 36.70A.600

(1)! ŎƛǘȅΧ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛǘǎ 
residential building capacity:

(n) Authorize accessory dwelling units in one or more zoning districts in which they are currently 
prohibited;

(o) Remove minimum residential parking requirements related to accessory dwelling units;

(p) Remove owner occupancy requirements related to accessory dwelling units;

(q) Adopt new square footage requirements related to accessory dwelling units that are less 
restrictive than existing square footage requirements related to accessory dwelling units;

(x) Develop a local program that offers homeowners a combination of financing, design, 
permitting, or construction supportǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ Χ



Policy Guidance ςVISION 2050

MPP-H-2 Provide a range of housing types and choices to meet the housing 
needs of all income levels and demographic groups within the region.

MPP-H-3 Achieve and sustain ςthrough preservation, rehabilitation, and new 
development ςa sufficient supply of housing to meet the needs of low-
income, moderate-income, middle-income, and special needs individuals and 
households that is equitably and rationally distributed throughout the region.

MPP-H-9 Expand housing capacity for moderate density housing to bridge 

the gap between single-family and more intensive multifamily development 

and provide opportunities for more affordable ownership and rental housing 

that allows more people to live in neighborhoods across the region.

MPP-H-10Encourage jurisdictions to review and streamline development 

standards and regulations to advance their public benefit, provide flexibility, 

and minimize additional costs to housing.
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Policy Guidance ςRegional Housing Strategy

Encourage more housing choices within single-family 
zones to provide greater housing choice and less costly 
ownership options throughout the region

ω Reform single-family zoning to increase opportunities for small lots, 
zero-lot line, accessory dwelling units, cottage homes, and up to six units 
per lot that serve a wider range of households, including singles, couples, 
seniors, and smaller families. The vast majority of zoning in the region is 
for exclusively single-family development, often requiring large lots. Due 
to the extensive amount of single-family zoning, even modestly increasing 
housing opportunities in single-family zones can have a significant 
regional impact in both more and less densely developed places. These 
modest density increases are critical for places farther from job centers 
and high-capacity transit.



Policy Guidance ςComprehensive Plan

Objective HO-4.1The City shall promote a wide variety of 
choices for safe and decent housing for all citizens through a 
variety of housing types within the Everett Planning Area. 

Policy HO-4.1.2Promote housing alternatives to the large lot 
single family detached dwelling and large footprint 
apartment complexes.

Policy HO-4.2.1Protect existing single family neighborhoods 
from substantial changes such as rezoning to multiple family 
zones, but consider measures to increase housing capacity 
through strategies that accommodate well designed infill 
housing that protect the character of the neighborhoods.
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Rethink Housing Action Plan



ADUs Permitted Since 12/2020



Potential Code Amendments

Ç Owner occupancy requirement

Ç Pre-approved plans program

Ç Waive lot coverage restrictions

Ç Waive certain fees

Ç Reduce/eliminate parking 
requirements

Ç Ownership segregation

Ç Reduce rear setback on UR3 alley lots

Ç Adjust entrance provisions

Ç Eliminate/reduce design requirements

Ç Modification requests change from 
REVII to REVI process

Planning Commissioners discussed potential code amendments in March 
2022 including:



Zones Allowed

Permitted use in all zones 
except prohibited in 
Mixed Urban and Heavy Industrial

EMC 19.05.080


